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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 10 and 12 - 21 are pending In the present application. Oalm 11 has been 
canceled, and claims 1, 20 and 21 have t)een amended. Car^l reconsideration of the present 
claims Is rrost respectMly r«iuested based on the fbll^^ 

ObtfBousness-TViie Doiibie Patentirttt Retectkms: 

In the OffioeAdion, claims 1-21 were pravisionaD^ . 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as aUegedty being unpatentable over claims 1, 6 - 
14, (and) 19 - 20 (are) of co-pending AppRcatlon No. 10/367,977 ffateda et at,) In view of JP 
2000103022 A rTooashl et al.^ . . These rejections are most respectfully traversed, as foRows. 

First It te most respectfully noted that the preferred embodlnoenis of the present 
rnventfon employ the fbliowydng advantageous features a) and b)« 

a) A contjentratto of the «ler In the Intermediate resin layer w^ 
resin ingredient of the seoond infaernriedlate resin ^ 

. the filler bi the first intemriedlate resin layer wfthrespert to the 1^ 
first intermediate resin layer. 

b) A thkJmess of the seojnd Intermediate resin layer Is 100 pm or more, 
thidcness of the second intermediate resin layer Is 50% or less of a total 
thr% resin layers of the sitffaoe resin layer, the first 1^ 
second intermediate resm layer. 

In addition to the above fe^res a) and b), the prefened embodffnents of the present 
inve^ttion employ the folliowing feature c) to, e-g., realize a floor material rn which edge, sides of 
the floor maberfal are ovved downwardly with respect to a oentral portion of the floor inateriai 
(an up-curved statie) by the coml^ned effect of these features. Such an u(^curved state can 
mnprpwB^ irrtBT aiia^ the wortsaibility of the floor materiaL 

c) The ferula 10<)</Y<2M Is satiated: where ''X" is a deg^ 
second intermediate resin layer, and ''Y'' G a degree of elastidty of the sur^^ 
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layer. 

On thfe oth&^ handf the Togashi ai, and the Takeda et aL referenoes do not atone or in 
ooml>lnation disdose or suggest, among other things, that the up^rved state of the floor 
materfat can be realized by employing the aforenrtentioned features of a), b) and c). TherefOfe, it 
is respectfuffy submitted that ft is Impossible to achieve the present invention by improperly 
combining these references. 

By a comparison of the Example 1 with the Comparative Examoie 4. described forth in 
the present appllcatloh dsdosure, it is demonstrated that the woffcabifity is poor when th$ 
feature a) ts not present 

By a comparison of the Example 1 with the Gomparative Exampte 2, described forth in 
the present application disclosure, it is demor^tr^ed that that the workability is poor when the . 
feature b) is not present 

By a comparison of the Exarhpte I with the Comparative Exartioles 6 &ndJL describe 
forth in the present application disclosure. It is demonstrated that the workability IS poor when 
the foefture c) is not present 

Sftttmd, with respect to the daims, tt is respedfuHy noted that all of the independent 
dafms (Le., claims 1, 20 and 21} are now further amended in this response so as tio^ further* 
distinguish over the cited referenoes. 

In this pegdKl, daita 1, as now amended, now redtes, anruMig other thmgs: 

^vheroih the fottowlrw femHila is satisffedi 

1,0 < x/y < 2.0 

where ^ is a degree of elastkntv of said second Irdemiediate resin iaver, and ^Y^ iS a 
depree of eiastidtv of said surface resin layer, whereby edge sides of t he floty matertal 
ane cnntcd downwardiy with respect tn a oentrai portjon of the floor materiat,'^ 

In view of the addfUon of the foregoing language to daim 1, daim 11 is now canid^ed, . 
wHhout any prejudice or disclaimer to be applied. AddiUonal support for the redtations lidw 
added to daim 1 can be found vvfthin the preset^ appBcatk>n, M 
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In addition, dahn 20, as now.amendedr now recites, among other things: 



"Nyherein the following formula is satisfied; 

1.0<)^<2.0 

where is a degree of tiaisticity of said second intermediate resin layer, and is a 
de^BBcF elastidty of said surface resin iafye r^ whereby edge sides of the floor^mateilal . ' 
ars curved downwandly wtth respect tp a central Dortton of the floor material, and 
wherein a weight per unit area of said backing layer is 30 to 100 gfrn^." 

In additton; dalm 21, as now amended, now recite^ among other things: 



"^tf herein the following fommla is satisfied: 

1.1^^1.5 

where "X^ is a degree of elasticity of said second Intennediate resin layer, and Is a . 
degree of elasticity of said surface resin lave r. whereby edoe sides of the floor inaterlal 
are curved dowmwardtv with respect to a central portion of fhe^ftoor matferiai and . 
whereiin a w^ght per unit area of said backing layer is 30 to 100 g/trr." 



Third, the Office Action admits that Applkation No. 10/367,977 "^dpes not disclose a 

second resin layer In an Improper attempt to overcome this deficiency of the prfrnary 

reference, assertion was made by the Patent Office of evkience ffxm paragraphs 0046 - 0048 df 
the machine translation of 3P 2000103022 fTooashi et al.V However, it is respectfully sutxnitted 
that teachings attnlnited to this reference by the Patent OfTice pmvkle or^y that ^a resin layer 
Gomprismg a flDer the resin layer nriay actually comprise multiple layers.'' The use of muitipte 
layers allows that Ihe outer layers comprise less filler in order to facilitate bonding vMIe the 
inner resfri layer comprises additkyial Alter to reduce costs and increase strength/ 



However, what the Toqashi et al, ref^erenoes actually teadies (as per the machine' 
tianslatKNi) is! 

""About a resin layer (2A), if the amount of a component (A) is niade [mariy 7 
cnniparativety], compatibility and an adhesive property with a surface (1) can be 
Incneased. In ths case, about a resin layer (2B) If the amount of an inorgaik: bulkirig 
agent component (iB) cheaper than a resin GonsStuent" 

This statement identifies resin layer 2A as the layer adhering to the surface layer (1). This means 
that layer 2A corresponds to a first Intemiedlate resin layer, white the resiii layer 2B of Toqasht et- 
aLcorresporxls, therefore, to a second intermediate resin layer. 
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Furthermore^ it is submitted that the *022 reference teaches away from the present 
invention b/ requiring more filler in layer 2B than in layer 2A, whereas da^ 1 according to the 
present inventfon redtes, among other things '^vherein a content ratio of said filter In said second 
intermediate resin layer with respect to said resin ingredient of said seo^ intermediate resin 
layer is smaHer than a content ratio of said filler in said first intermediate resin layer with 
respeict to said resin ingredient of said first intermediate resin Jayer.'' Emphasis added. 

EaiailL in acWiUon to teaching a reswsc of the fl^ 
et ai> further fails to teach thidcness rdatfonslups of daim 1 as follows: Vherein a thiduie^ of 
said second intermediate resin layer is 100 pm or more, and wherein a thickness of saM i^eoondj 
intermediate resin layer Is 50% or less of a total thidmess of three resin layers of said surfaoe 
resin layer, said first intermediate resin layer and said second intermediate resin layer.'' 

Failing to teach the foregoing, the reference of Toqashi et ai. (JP 2000103022 A) Js 
ineffecdve for overcoming the ddPidendes of Application No. 10/367,977. Lacking the requited ; 
tead^ngs, the oombinatton of references is insufUent to sustein rejection for obviousness type 
double patenting. 

It is riespecttuily submitted that daim 1 is, thus, atio^ble. Oaims dependirig from daim 
1, indudfng daim$ .2 - 8 and 10 - 19, should likewise be alkswaUe. In additkin, daim 9 b 
allowable due tp Ms dependency from daim 8. Applkants also believe that daRm 20 and 21 are 
altowable because the/ contain timitatk^ns not teught by the oombination of references ctf taloeda * 
et al. and Toqashi et aL 

It is most respectfully submitted that the dakns 1-10 and 12 - 21 are in oonditton for 
aHowanoB. Early reoonsiclerdtion and alkswance are respedfiiliy requested. 

... '< 

Ct^ms 1-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as aflegedt/ being unpatentable ower 
JP 2002^2654 Oakfida et aO In view or JP 2000103022 OnashUL^. TiMse ra^adlorts ' 
nwst lespecdiiRy traversed/ as fbilovvs: 
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TDe rejection of damns 1 - 21 for obvlousn^ relies upon Toyashietal. (JP 2000103022 . 
A), vA)kh was <K$a^sed previously. AH of the remarks submitted herein-above are Inoorpprated . 
herem by refierenoe. Careftil attentten to the foregoing remarte Is most respectftilly requested; 

The Office AcBon admits that ''JP '654 CTakeda et al.) differs flnom the claimed invmtion . 
because it does not disdose the presence of a second ftitermediate 
than the fbst Intentiedate layer, the relativethi^^ 
between the degree of elasticity of the surface layer and the fn^ 

the fbnnula l.o^X/Y<2.0.'' In addition, it Is nobed that becaise TooashletaK ts^aches a J^verse; 
of the filler concentration relationships, it actuafly teaches away from the present InveMon and 
fails to pravlde a basis needed fcH' rejection of dai^ 

As explained above, lag^hLglM. does not teach, am^ 
features Spedfically rocaed In respective Inde 

rel^nships concerning the thidcness of the second "mtBrmediate resin layer compared to three 
layers indudlng Ifie surfaoe resin layer, the first intermediatie resin layer.and the second 
intemiediate resvi layer in the manner redted in, e.g., dalm 1, In adcfition, the Office Action 
adnvts that the ^elationsMp between the degree of da^^ 

intenmedjatiB resin fayer in terms of the fipmiuta 1,0<X/Y<2.0^ is not found in Talceda et aL ^ 
TQggghi jrt^ is stmBarty saetit Accordingly, the combined referaKes fail to teac^ 
things, the elastfdty relationship between the surface layer and the second fntemie^fiaDe resin 
layer as respectively set forth in, e.g., daims 1, 20 and 21. 

As set forth above, daims 20 and 21 are, thus, In condition for aUowande, Other dalms 
depending from daim 1 should also be allowable for similar reasons. In addilioh, the depenctent 
daims redte additional features that are not disdosed or suggested by the referaices. 
Independent omskler^n of the dependent dairns is respectfully req^^ 

In ^ifew of the foregoing, it b most respectfully requested th^^ 
dalms 1 * 21 be reoohsktered and withdrawn and that the Beaming 
daims in the next paper, from the Office. 
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Condmyna Remaite; 

The undersigned represehtative requests any extension of time that may be deen^ 
necessary to furttier the proseoitton erf this application. The undersigned reptesentative 
authorizes the Qxnmlastofver to charge any addltionai fees under 37 CF.R. 1.16 or l.i7 that may 
be required, or oedtt any overpayment, to Deposit Aooount No. 14-1437. In oitJer to fadlitate the 
re$olutk)h of any issues or questions presented by this paper, the Examiner shduM direcdy 
oorvtact the undersigned by phone to filrther the discussion. 

Respectfully submitbed; Watchstone P+D 




1300 Eye Street, NW 
Suite 400 East Tower 
Washington, D*C 20005 
Tel. 202.293.7333 



Reg. No. 36,631 



Fax: 202.318-7811 
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